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[image: ]Holme Slack’s Vision Statement: 

Our vision is for all children in our school to develop a natural curiosity and fascination about the world around them, learning about and developing a greater understanding of the similarities and differences between people and places on a local, national and global scale.

“Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What could be more important than that?” Michael Palin














At Holme Slack Community Primary School our ethos can be summed up in the simple statement in our belief that 

[bookmark: _Hlk179046107]Our Children Can….Achieve!

1. Curriculum Intent Statement
[bookmark: _Hlk179046557]At Holme Slack Community Primary School we aim to encourage our pupils to foster a sense of pride in their local environment and develop ways in which they can have a positive impact at a local, national and global level. Through geographical enquiry they will explore how places and people have changed and developed over time and appreciate the diversity of people’s cultures this has enabled. This greater understanding and knowledge of the world and the human and physical processes that have shaped it will empower our pupils to become globally minded with an embedded respect for, and ability to positively contribute to, the diverse cultures representative of life in modern Britain.

As children progress through EYFS, KS1 and KS2 we want them to:

· To make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality, and the interaction between people and environment.
· To extend their interest, knowledge and understanding of contrasting localities in Britain, Europe and the World.
· To develop knowledge and understanding of the human and physical processes which shape places.
· To appreciate similarity and difference in the world around them and to respect other people’s beliefs, attitudes and values.
· To develop the geographical skills and vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical enquiry.
· To formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to inform opinions.
· To develop interest and enjoyment of geographical experiences and build confidence and understanding.
· To recognise and understand issues concerning the environment and sustainable development.

2. Implementation
At Holme Slack Community Primary School, Geography involves:

· Undertaking fieldwork in the local area and places further afield in the UK.
· Comparing and contrasting land-forms, land uses, weather, seasons and ecosystems.
· The use of secondary sources to obtain geographical information, e.g. photos, books, atlases and videos.
· Following directions using positional and directional language, also using these to direct others.
· Expressing and evaluating views on the attractive and unattractive features of the environment, e.g. tidiness, noise, building on greenbelt land.
· Naming the physical features of places, e.g. mountain, sea, beach, river, and valley.
· Using developing language to talk about their work e.g. route, scale, tide, erosion, climate, temperate, continent.
· Developing geographical skills of making observations and measuring, recording observations through maps, talk, and writing, taking photographs, sketches and diagrams.
· Using maps, digi-maps, globes, atlases and interpreting photographs.
· Help the children appreciate the variety of responses to the same basic needs (ethnic, cultural and economic) and to imagine what it might be like to experience life in other places.


At Holme Slack Community Primary School, we use Oddizzi - an e-learning resource and community that immerses children in the real world and supports teacher with planning, it is carefully managed body of content that builds a solid understanding of the people, places and cultures of the world. 

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our Geography lessons. We use whole-class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions.

We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, video and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use ICT in Geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning.

Children are encouraged to take part in role-play and discussions and then present reports to the rest of the class. They learn about other places through reading stories with settings in different places and in different landscapes. They make outside visits. They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. the research of a local environmental problem.

We use knowledge organisers, where children have access to key knowledge, language and meanings to understand Geography and to use these skills across the curriculum.  At Holme Slack we believe vocabulary is key to children accessing lessons fully, we have created geographical vocabulary log books which is appropriate and accurate for each year group, these develop and evolve from EYFS to KS1 and through to KS2.

3. Impact
Within geography teaching at Holme Slack Community Primary School, we strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning by providing investigative and enquiry-based learning opportunities. Emphasis is placed on investigative learning opportunities to help children gain a coherent knowledge of understanding of each unit of work covered throughout the school. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes and how this affects landscapes and environments, developing a love and understanding of the local area around Manor House Lane and beyond.

· Children will know more, remember more and understand more about Geography. 
· Children will understand and use the key skills of chronological understanding, Knowledge and understanding of events in the past, Historical interpretation, Historical enquiry and organisation and communication. 
· A concrete knowledge of the Holme Slack area, including Eaves Brook and beyond.
· As Geographical specialists children will learn lessons from Geography to influence the decisions they make in their lives in the future. 
· Children will develop aspirations towards careers based on Geography. They will have an understanding of the types of Geography based jobs that are available. They will make connections between doing well at school and gaining interesting and meaningful employment. 

4. Planning and Progression
We plan using the National Curriculum and Oddizzi e-learning support. We developed the long term curriculum map from these two sources, using the skills and knowledge children gain in each year group from EYFS to Year 6. The curriculum has been carefully planned to ensure the local area around Holme Slack is highlighted in our units across the key stages.  This gives the children a sense of belonging and links clearly with citizenship. Oddizzi Medium Term plans are used to develop weekly lessons, teachers use the challenging vocabulary and LO’s to plan differentiated lessons. 

5. Teaching and Learning
Geographical work undertaken within the Holme Slack Community Primary School has been carefully organised to provide breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding as well as developing skills. The development throughout the two key stages builds on children’s previous work. 

Foundation Stage

In the Reception class, Geography is taught as an integral part of topic work covered during the year. Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Geography is about the children having the opportunities to find out and learn about the world they live in. The Geography side of the children’s work is related to Understanding of the World objectives set out in the EYFS Curriculum.

Key Stages 1 and 2

At Key Stage 1, Geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to the children’s own environment (Holme Slack, Preston, Lancashire and the North West) and the people who live there and developing an awareness of the wider world through cross-curricular topics.

At Key Stage 2, Geography is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding relating to people, places and environments at different scales in the United Kingdom and overseas and an appreciation of how places relate to each other and the wider world through cross-curricular topics.

6. Fieldwork 
Fieldwork is integral to a good geography curriculum to enable children to base learning on first hand experiences. Therefore, teachers at Holme Slack are encouraged to consider the opportunities available in the local area to enhance their topic and children’s skills and knowledge and enable them to explore the world around them. 
We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely different abilities in Geography and all children must be given opportunities to show their knowledge and skills. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the activity to the needs of the child. We achieve this by:
· Setting common tasks which will expect different outcomes.
· Setting tasks with extensions and challenges.
· Providing resources to scaffold and support learning depending upon the ability of the child. 
· Grouping in different ways to enable children to work on a task designed to meet their needs or a way in which children can scaffold each other’s learning through peer teaching.
· Classroom assistants supporting children either individually or in groups to scaffold their knowledge and development of skills. 
Teachers: 
· Ensure risk assessments are completed before any field trips are agreed. Use flowchart for local area risk assessment – this will show if an Evolve Form 5 needs to be completed.
· Discuss all planned trips with the EVC. 
· Ensure adequate supervision is organised for all field work. 

7.      Assessment
A whole school geography assessment has been introduced this year. This will assess the knowledge and skills of each year group, building upon their prior knowledge from previous year groups. This will enable us to see progression of skills throughout the school, sticky learning and address any gaps in knowledge. 

We assess children’s learning in geography by using formative assessment throughout each lesson to make informal judgements. On completion of a piece of work, teachers mark the activity and comment as necessary. At the end of a topic, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each child, whether they are developing, entering or secure in the skills and knowledge needed for the year group. Recording the judgement onto our Holme Slack assessment sheet, we use this information as a basis for assessing the progress of the child at the end of the year and inputting it onto Insight, our whole school tracker.

8. Equal Opportunities
All pupils are entitled to access the Geography curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. 

At Holme Slack Community Primary School, we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all children are provided with the same learning opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, special educational need or disability.  Pupil Premium Children will have support with funding visits, and other events to enrich and promote an inclusion and equal opportunities education for all.  Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards others. Independent tasks, as well as teaching, are also well-adapted to ensure full accessibility, as well as to provide appropriate challenge to different groups of learners. Support for specific individuals is well considered and planned for, with consideration given to how greater depth and further challenge can be provided for and demonstrated by children who require further challenge. 

9.        British Values
The DfE have reinforces the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all school to promote the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” November 2014

At Holme Slack Community primary School, we already promote core aspects of British Values through SMSC (spiritual, Moral, social and Cultural) work that is integrated throughout every year group.  We recognise that such development is most successful when those values and attributes are promoted by all staff and provide a model of behaviour for pupils.

10. Leader Responsibilities
Establish a secure profile of Geography in school.
Manage the implementation of the school policy, updating the policy and scheme of work on a regular basis in line with new initiatives.
Order, update and allocate appropriate and sufficient resources.
Model high quality teaching of Geography.
Keep abreast of new developments and communicate these to staff.
Take an overview of the whole school planning to ensure that there is continuity and progression between year groups and learning is effectively planned for.
Support staff in developing pupils’ capability within Geography.
Attend appropriate courses and maintain links with the Lancashire advisory team.
Monitor and evaluate standards in teaching and learning in Geography eg: looking at pupils’ work and conducting pupil interviews.
Contribute to the School Development Plan on an annual basis to maintain and raise standards
Assist colleagues in the planning and delivering of lessons.
Report to governors.
Use assessment of Geography to inform future planning.
Identify opportunities for Geography in the wider school curriculum.
11. Policy Review

Policy Reviewed: October 2024 
Review Date: October 2025
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